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Excellent Science

What’s new?

Innovative Europe

3 Horizon Europe’s AIMS:
1. TECHNOLOGICAL SOVEREIGNTY
2. EUROPEAN COMPETITIVENESS
3. SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY



Excellent Science
Continuity!  

First Pillar: what’s new?



five EU-wide research and innovation mission areas: ranking factors that come into play to 
prioritise the proposals with same scores
1. Cancer
2. Adaptation to climate change including societal transformation 
3. Healthy oceans, seas coastal and inland waters
4. Climate-neutral and smart cities
5. Soil health and food

Second Pillar: what’s new?

Challenges driven calls- wide topics less prescriptive as what research should cover

Pilot double-blind peer review for two steps proposals (10 pages)- not list of partners

New topic structure and proposal template

Reintroduction of hearings

Right to react- rebuttal individual evaluation reports will be posted on the Funding and Tenders 
portal, giving applicants a limited window to comment on statements made. The experts will 
then be required to take into account this input before finalising the Evaluation Summary 
Reports. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf


The European Innovation Council (EIC) will become an integral part of Horizon Europe- support to
innovations with breakthrough and disruptive nature and scale up potential that are too risky for
private investors -EIC Pathfinder (next deadline: 19 May 2021) EIC Transition, EIC Accelerator (next
deadline: 09 June 2021)

Third Pillar: what’s new?

The European Innovation Ecosystems (EIE) aims to create a more connected and efficient innovation 
ecosystem that supports the scaling of companies and spurs innovation to address important 
challenges: built on actions under three destinations: CONNECT, SCALE UP and InnovSMEs)

The European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) is an independent body of the European 
Union set up in 2008 to deliver innovation across Europe. The EIT brings together leading business, 
education and research organisations (knowledge triangle) to form dynamic cross-border 
partnerships. These are called Knowledge Innovation Communities (KIC) each is dedicated to 
finding solutions to a specific global challenge-
EIT Climate-KIC, EIT Digital, EIT Food, EIT Health, EIT InnoEnergy, EIT Manufacturing, EIT Raw Materials, EIT 
Urban Mobility

https://eit.europa.eu/eit-community/eit-climate-kic
http://eit.europa.eu/eit-community/eit-digital
https://eit.europa.eu/eit-community/eit-food
http://eit.europa.eu/eit-community/eit-health
https://eit.europa.eu/eit-community/eit-innoenergy
https://eit.europa.eu/eit-community/eit-manufacturing
http://eit.europa.eu/eit-community/eit-raw-materials
https://eit.europa.eu/eit-community/eit-urban-mobility


• Open Science will be the new modus operandi in Horizon Europe. The Open Access policy already applied in Horizon 2020 will be developed
and much reinforced

• European partnerships: new generation of objective-driven and more ambitious partnerships in support of agreed EU policy objectives -
ERANET, JPI;PPP; KICs, Flagships

• Simpler rules will increase legal certainty and reduce red tape for funding recipients and programme managers.

• New topic structure
Specific Conditions Table - With information on the TRL, budget per topic and per project, type of action and funding rate
Expected Outcomes - Replacing the 'Expected Impact' section and comes FIRST- outcomes/impact of the project
Scope - Combining the previous 'Specific Challenge' and 'Scope' sections – challenge/excellence of the Project

• New draft proposal template: 
maximum of 45 pages for IA and RIA proposals (previously 70) and 30 for CSA proposals (previously 50).
Part B2 (section 4-6) has been moved and is now included in Part A to be filled online
no more evaluation of the management structure
There will be a new eligibility requirement - Gender Equality Plan (GEP)
Impact session: summary table with: specific needs, expected results, disseminations measures, target group, outcomes and impact

• New prioritization criteria in case of proposals with the same score
Applications that address call topics not otherwise covered by more highly ranked applications-and especially address MISSIONS
Applications IA proposals: will be prioritized according to Impact criteria score(if the same, then Excellence)
Applications RIA proposals: will be prioritized according to the Excellence criteria (if the same, then Impact)
Gender balance
Geographical diversity (n. countries not receiving funds from projects higher up the ranking list. If equal in number, then by budget)
Further prioritization by - How to enhance the quality of the project portfolio through synergies between projects, or other factors,
such as relationship to the objectives of the call, topic or HE in general

What else is new?

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-ria-ia_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/gender-equality/gender-equality-strategy_en


WATER RELATED CALLS: where are they?

WPs 2021-2022 calls to be published in April



Cluster 1: Health



Cluster 1: Health- 6 Destination



Cluster 3: Civil Security for Society



Cluster 3: Civil Security for Society- 6 Destination



Cluster 4: Digital, Industry and Space



Cluster 4: Digital, Industry and Space- 6 Destination 



Cluster 5: Climate, Energy and Mobility-



Cluster 5: Climate, Energy and Mobility- 6 Destinations 



Cluster 5: Climate, Energy and Mobility- 6 Destinations 

“Zero Emission Waterborne Transport” (ZEWT) is 
a new co-programmed European Partnership 
that will mobilise resources and leverage private 
and public investments towards the central 
objective of demonstrating by 2030 the 
deployable solutions needed for all main types 
of waterborne transport to become “net zero 
emission” by 2050 at the latest. Most topics on 
waterborne transport will contribute to the 
implementation of this partnership. 



Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment 



Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment- 7 Destinations 



Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment- 7 Destinations 



Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment- 7 Destinations 



Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment- 7 Destinations 
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