
1.1  Which requirements do I
have to meet when applying
for a Joan Oró scholarship?  

Section 1 Requirements

A j u t s  J o a n  O r ó  p e r  a  l a  c o n t r a c t a c i ó  d e  p e r s o n a l  i n v e s t i g a d o r
p r e d o c t o r a l  e n  f o r m a c i ó  ( F I  2 0 2 3 )

F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

You don't have a PhD.
You don't have benefited from any previous FI o FI SDUR
scholarship. Also, you cannot have had more than 12 months
of any other contract for predoctoral research staff. 
You have an average grade for undergraduate studies or the
equivalent degree equal to or greater than 6.50 (scale from 0
to 10).
You must meet one of the requirements to access Ph.D.
studies outlined in Article 6 of Royal Decree 99/2011, of 28
January, which regulates official doctoral studies.
You have completed the studies for admission to a Ph.D.
program between 1 January 2020 and your application's
submission

1.2 I received my qualification
to access to the Ph.D. in
2020. Can I apply?

Exceptionally, you could apply if you finished your studies
between 1 January 2017 and your application's submission.
However, you can only do it if between 1 January 2017 and 31
December 2019 you experienced any of these exceptional
situations:
- You have been on maternity leave.
- You have been the guardian of children under six years of age. 
- You have been the guardian of someone disabled or with a
physical, mental, or sensory disability
- You have suffered from a serious illness or an accident requiring
medical leave for six months or more.
- You have suffered any of the situations provided for in article 1
of Organic Law 1/2004, of 28 December, on comprehensive
protection measures against gender violence.
- You have been granted refugee status under the terms of the
1951 UN Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees



1.3 I have completed a degree
of 240 credits, and I am
currently pursuing a master's
degree of 60 credits which
will end after submitting my
application. Am I still eligible?

No, candidates must meet the requirements to access the doctoral
program at the time of application.

1.4 I have more than one
postgraduate qualification.
Which one should I inform in
my application?

We will only consider the completion date/average grade of the
postgraduate qualification that gives you access to the PhD.

1.5 Can I submit two
applications to different
universities/research centers

No, each candidate can submit only one application.

1.6 Do I need to be accepted
into the doctoral program to
apply for the scholarship? 

No, you don't need to be accepted into the doctoral program when
submitting your application. However, you must be accepted
before starting your contract. 

1.7 El meu director o
directora de tesi també ha de
complir requisits per accedir a
l’ajut Joan Oró? 

Yes, they must meet the following requirements: 
a) They must have a statutory or employment link with your
university or research centre. This association should ensure
sufficient supervision and monitoring of the individual candidate’s
doctoral thesis 
Regarding the project/contract/research agreement you are
joining, your thesis supervisor must be a principal researcher or
member. In the case of research agreements or contracts, they
must have a minimum value of €24,000.00. 
The projects, contracts, or agreements must be in force or
awarded when submitting your application. 
d) Thesis supervisors may only appear on one application.

Universities and research centres are responsible for verifying the
requirements of thesis supervisors. If in doubt, contact the
research grants office of your university.



1.8 Regarding the
competitive research
project/contract/agreement to
which my thesis supervisor
must be linked: Are Ramón y
Cajal grants considered
competitive research
projects? 

No. Neither support grants to groups recognized by the
Government of Catalonia (SGR) nor grants to incorporate research
staff are considered competitive research projects.

1.9 Can thesis supervisors
submit more than one FI 2023
application with different
Ph.D. candidates in this call?

No, each thesis supervisor may only appear on one application for
FI 2023 call.

1.10 Can I include a thesis co-
supervisor in the FI 2023
application?

No, you can only include one thesis supervisor in your application. 

1.11 I can’t start my contract
before 1 June 2023. In which
academic year do I have to be
enrolled? 2022-2023 or
2023-2024?

As an exception, if you start yourcontract on 1 June 2023 or later,
you can be admitted to a PhD program and be enrolled in the
2023-2024 academic year. 

1.12  Regarding the Horizon
Europe Strategic Plan, I’m not
sure where to classify my
thesis. Is this classification
compulsory to get the
scholarship? 

Yes, it is. The FI 2023 will only fund projects aligned with UE
strategic orientations for research and innovation investments.
Specifically, your thesis has to be related to any of the clusters and
intervention areas described in the Horizon Europe Strategic Plan
(2021 – 2024). There is a wide list of areas that you can check
here. Also, you can read the Horizon Europe Strategic Plan.
If, even so, you have doubts about classifying your thesis, you can
ask your supervisor or you can contact us.



2.1 I downloaded the
application form but, when I
open it, there is an error
window saying, “Please
wait”. What can I do?  

Section 2 Application process and technical issues

This error occurs when you open the application form with your
browser. To avoid it, you must download the form and open it on
your computer (with Adobe Reader, for example). .

2.2 Do I need a digital
signature or certificate to
apply

No, you don’t. If you don’t have a digital signature or certificate
you can apply through the option “Sol�licitud sense certificat
digital”. If you need help with your application form, please check
“How to apply”. 

2.3. I had technical issues
while submitting my
application. Can I send my
application by e-mail or
postal mail?

No, you can’t. If there is a general error on our website, you will
have 3 more days to apply. However, if you have issues while
submitting your application, please contact AGAUR for assistance.
We will determine which kind of error is going on. 

1.13  He cursat els meus
estudis a l'estranger. Com puc
calcular la nota mitjana?

If you have graduated abroad (undergraduate or postgraduate
studies), you must submit a declaration of equivalences of the
average grade. You have to calculate it according to the resolution
of the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training on this
website. 
You are responsible for calculating your average grades, and you
do not need further validation or signatures from any public
institution. In case you have doubts or problems with their
process, you can check their FAQs. 



2.6 Where do I have to attach
my academic transcript? 

Applicants must create a single pdf file including the bachelor’s
degree and the master’s degree and attach it to the form in the
section Documentació annexa > Expedient academic

2.7 I’m having technical
issues attaching my
documents to the application
form. Why?

If you're having trouble attaching documents to the application
form, please check the total size (up to 5 MB), the format (pdf),
and the file name (use short names without special characters).
If technical issues persist, please contact AGAUR for assistance.

2.8 If I have more than one
postgraduate qualification to
access my PhD, which
average grade do I have to
include in my application?
And if I have more than one
undergraduate qualification?

In your application, you only must include that grades related to
your PhD. When informing your undergraduate qualifications, only
submit the qualification more related to your PhD. If you want to
inform us about all your qualifications, you can do it on your CV
(Annexed form).

2.4. It is the last day to apply,
and it is 14:01h. I am trying to
submit my form, but the
application interface is
showing an error. Can I send
my application by mail? 

No. It is very important to fill out and submit your application on
time to succeed in case of technical issues. The deadline to submit
your application is at 14:00h, and no application will be accepted
after the deadline. If you have problems with the form or the
application website, remember AGAUR is always available to
assist you if you contact us with enough time. 

2.5 In which language must
be written the annexed
documentation to the
application form?  

The application documents can be written in Catalan, Spanish or
English.



Section 3  Scholarship conditions

3.1 Quina retribució
correspon a la persona
investigadora beneficiària de
l’ajut Joan Oró? 

First and second year: 16.971,64€ annually

Third year: 18.183,90€ annually

The salary of predoctoral researchers is established by the
Estatuto de Personal Investigador en Formación (EPIF).
According to its latest update, the minimum gross salary is: 

The monthly salary after taxes depends on the personal situation
of the employee. If you aren't sure about your tax application, you
must contact your employer (university/research centre). 

3.2 How will I receive the
3,000 euros scholarship for
training activities? How
should I manage it?

First, your thesis supervisor must approve the training activity. You
must submit your application (you can find it on AGAUR’s
website) before starting your training activity. AGAUR will transfer
the amount for training activities to your university/research
centre, and they will process the payment.  

2.9 I didn't finish my
postgraduate studies, which
gives me access to the PhD,
but I already have passed 60
ECTS. Which average grade
should I inform?  

In that case, universities will evaluate your application only on your
undergraduate average.  
Remember that to be eligible for the FI 2023 scholarship you must
have passed at least 300 ECTS (including
undergraduate/postgraduate studies).

2.10 Once I submit my
application, do I have to
initiate any other procedure? 

No, you don’t have to carry out any other procedure. Universities
and research centres are responsible for confirming or rejecting
your application. They will post on their website a list with all the
amendments required. If you are on the list, you will need to
modify or attach further documentation to your application directly
to your university.


